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DETAILED ACTION 

Receipt is acknowledged of applicant's Request for Continued 
Examination/Amendment/Remarks filed 9/5/2007. 

Claims 1, 233, 278, 279 are amended. Claims 293-298 are new. Claims 1-10, 
233, 273-276, 278-281, 293-298 are currently pending. 



MAINTAINED REJECTIONS 

The following rejections are maintained from the previous Office Action dated 
6/5/2007: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 9, 10, 280 and 281 stand rejected and newly added claims 297 and 298 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to 
particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. Said claims are drawn to a primer on the surface of the device. However 
the claims from which the instant claims depend (i.e., claims 1 and 233), contain a 
limitation describing the catechol moiety is disposed on the surface of the device. Thus, 
it is unclear how the catechol is disposed on the surface and then a primer is disposed 
on the same surface. Appropriate correction/clarification is respectfully requested. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's amendments render the rejection of claim 1-10, 276, 280 and 281 
under 35 USC 112, 2 nd paragraph moot in part. Specifically, the amendment renders 
the rejection of claims 1-8 and 276 moot, however claims 9, 10, 280 and 281 remain 
rejected. Applicant has not addressed how a catechol and a primer can both be 
disposed on the surface of the device. For these reasons, the rejection of claims 1 -8 
and 276 under 35 USC 1 12, 2 nd paragraph is withdrawn and the rejection of claim 9, 1 0, 
280 and 281 under 35 USC 112, 2 nd paragraph is maintained. It is noted that newly 
added claims 297 and 298 have been added to said maintained rejection. 

Applicant's amendment renders the art-based rejection of the claims under 35 
USC 102 moot. Thus, said rejection has been withdrawn. 

New Objections/Rejections 

The following objections/rejections are new: 

Claim Objections 

Claim 278 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c) as being in improper form 
because it does not depend from a preceding claim. See MPEP § 608.01 (n)(l)(B)(2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 4, 275 and 295 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. Said claims include a Markush group of 
"biocompatible materials". Said Markush group includes "a metal" and follows with 
specific examples of metals. It is unclear what the meets and bounds of the claim are 
because applicant is claiming a very broad genus in combination with various species. 
Similarly, said Markush group includes "a polymer" and follows with specific examples 
of polymers. For the same reasons as discussed above, the claim is indefinite. Lastly, 
the limitation "a wood" is not regarded as a biocompatible material in the art. It is 
unclear how wood can be considered an acceptable biocompatible material. 

Claim 276 recites the limitation "the hydrophilic polymer" in line 1 of the claim. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. For proper 
antecedent basis, the limitation should read, "the naturally occurring hydrophilic 
polymer". Also, claim 276 recites synthetic polymers that do not fall into the category of 
"naturally occurring hydrophilic polymers". Thus, the claim does not properly further 
limit the claimed invention. 

Correction is respectfully requested. 

Conclusion 

Claims 4, 9, 10, 275, 276, 280, 281, 295, 297 and 298 have been rejected and 
claim 278 is objected to. Claims 1-3, 5-8, 233, 273, 274, 279, 293, 294 and 296 appear 
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to be allowable pending a patentability conference. The claims appear to be free of the 
art. 



Correspondence 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Casey Hagopian whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6097. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:00 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Carlos Azpuru, can be reached at 571-272-0588. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Casey Hagopian/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 1615 
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